TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS5   SCHOOL

gramophone, the children will begin to appreciate
musical sounds; by playing in a percussion band the
sense of rhythm will be developed.

Informal talks about the common objects and
materials with which the children are surrounded also
serve to widen their general knowledge and increase
vocabulary. The delightful suggestions of Signorina
Agazzi1 for the development of language through
sensory games and plays will be found of great service
in the nursery stage, and these plays may be continued
with the five-year-old children to their great profit.

Finally,, the teacher should spend some time each day
in telling stories. At first these must be very simple and
illustrated perhaps by rapid blackboard sketches; but
later on many of the simpler animal folk talcs, with
their repetitive motive or true stories of animals which
portray family relationships, will be much appreciated.
Many of these tales lend themselves to dramatisation,
and here again the opportunity will arise for developing
clear speech.

For definite speech training lessons at this stage there
is no need, since the children will learn more by the
unconscious imitation of an adult who speaks well than
they would by a more or less formal lesson. Never-
theless, in tthe repetition of rhymes and jingles, the
teacher may select those that will be most helpful for
the purpose of developing clear speech.

1 Radicc, Nursery Schools in Italy, pp. 52-64,
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